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NESTING SEASON 


BOSTON REGION Mr. Griscom reports that 
due to lack of information and birding activity, 
there is little to report from the Boston region 
in this issue. Therefore, the “Nesting Season Re- 
port” for Boston will be covered in a preliminary 
paragraph in the “Fall Migration Report,” which 
will be published in January-February. 


NEW YORK REGION Copy for the New York 
Region had not been received by the time this 
issue went to press. No doubt, Mr. Nichols can 
follow Mr. Griscom’s example by including a pre- 
liminary paragraph of the New York “Nesting 
Season Report” in the “Fall Migration Report.” 


PHILADELPHIA REGION The length of the 
breeding season in this area varies greatly. Ex- 
treme examples being the barn owl and the upland 
plover. The former may 
have a year round sea- 
son while the latter only 
a few weeks. All of 
which brings up the 
question of just how 
much accurate informa- 
tion we have concern- 
ing the length of the 
breeding season of our 
General _ state- 
this subject 
accurate 
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Statements are few. 

Weather conditions from January to June have 
been given in former reports. June brought the 
warmest period of the summer. July was excep- 
tionally wet. A rainfall of 10 inches broke all rec- 
ords of many years standing for July. August was 


about normal. 


Herons—Records indicate that herons for the 
most part have had a successful breeding season. 
The only exception is the American egret in the 
Paulsboro, N. J., rookery. Many young of this spe- 
cies have been killed by an internal wormlike para- 
site. The exact species is not yet determined. Ac- 
cording to Manners, the young die from the infec- 
tion at about the time or shortly after they are 
ready to leave the nest. Apparently, a majority 
of the young died from this cause this season. 
Further study of the parasite will be required to 
determine the source of the infection and the ex- 
tent of the damage. Young night herons and young 
little blue herons in the same colony apparently 
are not affected. On June 25 an evening count 
of herons was made by Coman, coming into a 


rookery in Cape May County, N. J., American 


egret 132, snow egret 29, little blue heron 261, 
green heron 19, black-crowned night heron 48 
(leaving), Louisiana heron 4. It could not be de- 


termined whether the last species was breeding 
or not. Well-watered cattail marshes have proved 
good breeding areas for th least bitterns. Investi- 
gation by Manners in g nearby areas revealed 8 
nests, June 8-24. Most of these nests contained eggs 
when found. Six were in cattails, 1 in a button 
bush and 1 in common rush. 

Shore birds—The willet has apparently steadily 
increased along the Delaware Bay shore of New 
Jersey. A few years back it was confined to the 
marshes of Cumberland County, N. J. This year 
it was found by Coman to have spread down in 
Cape May County as far as Reeds Beach. Some 
5,000 birds were estimated to be breeding in the 
approximate 45,000 acres of salt marsh in the two 
counties. Piping plover were present along the 
shore in the usual numbers, perhaps slightly in- 
creased. Killdeer show a marked decrease over for- 
mer years. Upland plover were present in the usual 
numbers. 


aco: 


Terns and skimmers—In spite of several high tides 
that washed out their nests these birds seemed to 
have raised the normal Skim- 
1,000 were seen at 


number of young. 
mers steadily increasing, about 
Longport, N. J., August 15 (Moore-Haines). 

Song birds—Reports of mockingbirds and prairie 
horned larks indicate a steady increase of these two 
species in this area. 

Other breeding records of interest—Salem County, 
N. J., April 15, bald eagle, a nest with 3 young. The 


nest contained several empty shells of the musk 
turtle, evidence that this smelly turtle had been 
used for food (Jacobs); Salem County, N. J., April 


15, red-tailed hawk, a nest with 2 young (Jacobs); 
Media, Pa., April 12, blue-gray gnatcatcher, nesting 
(Rigby); Parker Creek, Burlington County, N. J., 
June 3, king rail, a nest with 10 eggs; short-billed 
marsh wren, a nest with 6 eggs (Manners-Haines); 
Bombay Hook, Delaware, May 13, pied-billed grebe, 
g adults and 1 young (Newman et al); ‘Tinicum, 
Philadelphia, Pa., July 18, purple gallinule, 2 
birds (breeding?) (Freyburger); Tinicum, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., August 5, yellow-crowned night heron, 1 
(Culver), probaly a post-breeding bird; Goshen, 
Cape May County, N. J., June 2g, black rail, a 
with 3 eggs and 1 downy (Coman); 

N. J., August 16, mockingbird feed- 
ing young out of nest (Mrs. William Middleton). 
JULIAN K. POTTER, Collingswood, N. J. 
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CAROLINA REGION COASTAL SECTION— 
Femperature normal, but rainfall excessive in June 


and July. Breeding populations of small birds 
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appeared normal 
numbers 


and activity dates, 
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son). At Charles- 
ton a cardinal used a last year’s nest, and a painted 
bunting returned to a badly listing nest after it was 
guyed upright with wire. At Summerville, S. C., a 
wood thrush rebuilt in the exact same crotch after 
(and unsuccessful) nest was removed 
and burned (Gadsden). At Orton Pond, near Wil- 
mington, osprey young were very small on June 10 
Mrs. Simpson) and nearly adult-size on June 28 
(B. R. Chamberlain). Near Norfolk great 
horned owls seemed “white” on April 22, but were 
fully April 28 (Mackenzie). 
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June 25, unusually late 


Near Charleston woodcock eggs hatched about Feb. 
ruary 21, and near Beaufort, S. C., turkey eges on 
May 5 (Ariza), but eggs of the latter (bird!) stil] 
in nest on Bull's Island, $. C., May 23 (W. Hills), 
Least terns had a good season, but the fine Romain 
colony of royals failed to show up, and were not 
reported elsewhere. Herons had a fine season nea 
Charleston (Heron Island, Bull's Island, and Santee, 
among others) and in N. C., at Battery 
(Jones and Mrs. Simpson), Orton Pond near Wil- 
mington (Mrs. S.), and at the Lennoxville rookery 
near Beaufort (Zapf). The Romain, S. C., brown 
pelican colony was near normal, with some 200 
young on July 25 (Vaurie), and the white ibis sea 
son excellent at Fairlawn, near Charleston and at a 
new (?) colony in Dorchester County, S. C. (Sass), 
with the Blakes Reserve (Santee) colony holding its 
own (Vaurie), At Cape Island, Romain, black- 
necked stilts appeared for the sixth season, 6 on 
July 19 (Vaurie) without nests being found. On 
Pea Island, gulls, terns and wading birds in usual 
numbers; snowy egrets and Louisiana herons nested 
for second time; no blue-winged teal remained, but 
there were 13 broods of gadwall and 2 of black 
duck (Hills). Unusual at this season were a male 
Baltimore oriole, and a male, female and young 
scarlet tanagers on July 10, all near McClellanville, 
S. C. (Vaurie). 

Interior—Raleigh hot and dry in June and early 
July, wet and cooler mid-July to date, August 22; 
at Columbia, rainfall a litthe under normal. A warm 
March accelerated the nesting of the earlier species, 
as mourning dove, 2 young, April 3; phoebe, eggs, 
March 25; chickadee eggs, 28th, mockingbird, 1 
egg, 28th; chipping sparrow, 4 eggs, goth, all New 
London (Trott); blue-gray gnatcatcher, building at 
Statesville, April 1 wren, 6 
eggs, Greensboro, April 4 (Zapf); bluebird, eggs, 
April 3, robin, 5th, Raleigh (Coffey, McCulloch). 
Late dates are mourning dove, 2 eggs, Statesville, 
August 13; grasshopper sparrow, Charlotte, August 
12 (B. R. Chamberlain); goldfinch, young, Marion, 
August 6 (Coffey); Carolina junco, young, Mt 
Mitchell, August g, 4. Interesting are vellow- 
crowned night heron nest with 2 young, at Raleigh, 
just inside city limits, June 2 (Coffey); sharp- 
shinned hawk, 2 large young, Mount Airy, June 29 
(Crawford); chuck-will’s-widow, 2 eggs, Columbia, 
June 10 (Barden); prairie horned lark, left nest, 
Statesille, July 4, first brood eaten by crows, imma- 
ture bird seen Greensboro-High Point airport May 
19 (Zapf); yellow-throated warbler feeding young in 
nest in bunch Spanish moss, Lake Waccamaw, June 
6 (Wray); pine warbler, nest with 5 eggs, Raleigh, 
and unusually large sel 
(Coffey); prothonotary warbler, nest with young 
15 miles east Raleigh, July 1; song sparrow nesuing 
for first time, Greensboro, April 24, nest with 
young; Bachman’s sparrow, 3 eggs, Raleigh, Junc 7 
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_E. B. CHAMBERLAIN, Charleston Museum, Charles- 
ton, S. C., and C. S. BRIMLEY, Department of Agri- 
culture, Raleigh, N. C. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION Uniformly nor- 
mal temperatures, with no extremes, favored a 
successful breeding season. Torrential rains were 
experienced on April 22 
[Pensacola region) (295 inches), May 1 
(4.03 inches) and May 16 
(2.48 inches), which un- 
doubtedly caused mortal- 
ity among ground nesting 
species. A long spell— 
from May 17 to June 17 
—with only occasional 
light showers was particu- 
larly favorable at a time 
when the majority of 


- 


Gulf oF Mexico 


= small species were rearing 
their young. This dry spell was directly respon ile 
for the success of the Naval Air Station colony of 
purple martins, which has persisted for many years 
in building nests in the outflow spouts of the roct 
drainage systems of several of the industrial build- 
ings where even a moderate rain spells total failure. 

The most encouraging note of the whole season 
was the return to normal of the only Ward’s heron 
colony in this whole region. This colony, thought 
to have been driven away last year when necessary 
ditching work at the peak of the nesting season 
had required the felling of many of the nest trees, 
was found to have re-established itself about 100 
yards farther back in the swamp in an area little 
affected by the ditch. On May 20, more than 20 
occupied nests were counted in the largest of the 
pine trees now remaining. Most of these nests con- 
tained almost full-grown young. On a few, the 
owners were still incubating. 

Che earliest nest of the loggerhead shrike I have 
ever known contained 5 fresh eggs on March 11; 
date of hatching, March 25. On another nest, an 
adult was seen incubating on March 29. 

What seems to have been a concerted second 
nesting of the mockingbird (first nesting is early in 
April) was noted on June 10, when 2 widely sepa- 
rated nests were found, each containing 4 fresh 
eggs. One of these nests could not be revisited, but 
the eggs in the other were known to have hatched 
on June 22. A concerted third nesting was noted in 
August, when a brood of young birds just out of 
the nest was seen on August 7 and two other broods 
on August 12. 

On April 8, a ruby-throated hummingbird (a 
very rare breeder in this region) was found building 
a nest. She (the male bird was never seen!) was still 
working on April 15. On April 22 and 29, she was 


incubating. On May 6, the eggs were gone and the 
nest deserted. 

A pair of blue-gray gnatcatchers (both sexes 
working) was seen lining an almost completed nest 
on April 1—very early! This nest was abandoned 
without having been used and, contrary to the 
almost universal habit of this species, was not torn 
up to furnish material for building on another site. 

An unusual (though not unique) instance of a 
pair of mourning doves using a nest a second time 
was noted on August 20 (Mrs. J. F. Wernicke), 
when a dove was seen brooding small young birds 
in a nest in which a family had been reared in 
June. 

Miscellaneous nesting notes include: parula 
warbler was seen carrying nesting material, March 
29 (Mrs. Wernicke), and another pair feeding 
young just out of the nest, May 6; Carolina wren, 
a brood of young just out of the nest on April 12 
(Mrs. Wernicke), and eggs just hatching in another 
nest on April 14 (Miss L. Pate); cardinal incubat- 
ing a set of 2 eggs, May 6, and a set of g eggs 
hatching in another nest, July 7; seevral pairs of 
Florida grackles and a pair of white-eyed vireos 
seen feeding broods of young just out of the nests 
and a pair of flickers feeding well-grown young in 
the nest, June 3; yellow-billed cuckoo feeding 
young (stage of development and number un- 
known) in an inaccessible nest, June 6; red-headed 
woodpecker, two nests with well-grown young, June 
10, and another brood of young just on the wing, 
June 24; large, well-feathered young purple martins 
crowding to the doors of their nest boxes to be fed, 
June 10 (many of these young birds were on the 
wing by June 15); green heron, 3 young just able to 
clamber around in the branches of the nest tree, 
June 24 (Mrs. Wernicke); eastern kingbird, large 
young in the nest almost ready for flight, June 24; a 
late brood of young blue jays just out of the nest, 
July 25. 

Yellow-crowned night herons in immature plum- 
age were first seen in the coastwise salt marshes on 
July 6 (Mrs. Wernicke). This is the only species of 
heron whose post-season wanderings are apparent 
in this region. The other species frequent both the 
salt and the fresh water marshes during and after 
the nesting period, but the yellow-crowned is re- 
stricted to the densely forested river-bottom swamps 
until the young are on the wing. Then the adults 
disappear and are seldom seen again, while the 
young birds move to the open salt marshes and 
spend the remainder of the summer on the coast. 
—Francis M. Weston, 2006 E. Jordan St., Pensacola, 
Fla. 


OHIO-MICHIGAN REGION After a remarkably 
warm, wet period in early spring, May and June 
were among the coolest on record. July and Aug- 


47 


normal summer 
months, remained 
somewhat cool. ‘There 
was light frost in 
southern Michigan 
after July 4. Rain was 
plentiful but there 
was no general storm 
of significance to bird 
life of the region. 
Nesting — The _ birds 
which ordinarily begin 
nesting in March and 
April made an early 
start. Many observers 
report new early dates 
for the nesting of such 
common birds as the robin and cardinal. Early 
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records for less common species in the marshes 
near Battle Creek are as follows: sandhill crane, 2 
eggs hatched, April 15; Virginia rail, g eggs hatched, 
May 13-14; sora, 10 eggs in nest, May 6 (Walkin- 
shaw). 

Later in the chilly period of late spring and early 
summer, a good many nestings were delayed par- 
ticularly in northern Michigan, where snow fell in 
the first week of June. In the jackpines, egg laying 
was almost two weeks behind schedule for most 
birds, including the Kirtland’s warbler. 

For the second successive year an adult great 
black-backed gull has remained through the summer 
near Toledo. This suggests the possibility that this 
bird may extend its breeding range into Lake Erie 
at some not-distant time. This prospect gains 
plausibility from the discovery this year of herring 
gulls (6 nests, one successful) on Starve Island near 
Put-In-Bay. Ohio (Walker). Common terns had a 
small degree of success both on Starve Island and 
on the islands in the bay at Toledo. 

Egrets are commonplace in late summer in the 
large marshes along Lake Erie. As many as 100 may 
sometimes be seen in mid-August evening flocks. 
But other southern herons are rare. The only other 
wanderer of the tribe this summer was the little 
blue heron, for which the maximum count in one 
location was 13 in Erie Marsh, Monroe County, 
Michigan. 

The bob-white population remains at a low ebb 
in this region. 

Summer records of local interest follow: nests of 
the scarlet tanager, cedar waxwing, and hooded 
warbler were found near Athens, Ohio (Gier). At 
Battle Creek there were nests of the barn owl 
(Brigham) and red-bellied woodpecker (Peterson). 
Western meadowlarks occurred near Battle Creek, 
2 pairs (Walkinshaw), and near Cuyahoga Falls, 
(F. Smith). Ospreys were seen at 
Erie but no nests were 


Ohio, one pail 


several localities on Lake 


located. The Bewick’s wren continues to increase in 
rural areas of southeastern Ohio; this increase 
seems to come at the expense of the house wren, 
whose nesting holes are pre-empted by the earlier- 
arriving Bewick’s (Gier). Red crossbills were seen 
in Oscoda County, Michigan. but no nests were 
discovered. 

Accidental—Fred Smith at Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, 
reports an exceptional rarity on Mogadore Lake on 
August 5, which was studied for an hour with 
telescopes and binoculars by himself, M. Smith and 
Mitchell. [His full account leaves no room for rea- 
sonable doubt but that his party observed an adult 
of one of the two tropical oceanic dark-backed 
terns which have never been recorded in the north- 
ern states, and very rarely in the interior, except 
after tropical storms. Full substantiation of this 
record should be published in a more appropriate 
place.—LG|—Harotp MAYFIFLD, 3311 Parkwood Ave., 
Toledo, Ohio. 


MIDDLE-WESTERN REGION The cool and 
rainy weather which prevailed consistently during 
April, May and June, was not favorable for nesting. 
Mean-temperature deficiencies averaged from 4° to 
9°, while precipitation averaged about 150 per cent 
of normal. Favorable conditions during late July 
generally resulted in satisfactory re-nesting condi- 
tions. 
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A heavy mortality in early nests was reported in 
the Madison, Wis., area by Leopold and McCabe. 
Species known to have suffered heavily are mourn- 
ing dove, robin, and brown thrasher. Those be- 
lieved to have suffered include pheasant and quail, 
but repeat nestings of both produced at least some 
broods. 

A corresponding loss was reported by Larrabee at 
Yankton, S$. D., where very few robins, less than 
half a dozen, of the first brood were seen. Bronzed 
grackles suffered similarly. Re-nesting of pheasants 
resulted in so many late broods that the South 
Dakota Game and Fish Commission delayed the 
opening of the hunting season as an aid to these 
birds. Larrabee found that birds nesting in cavities 
were little if any affected by the cold wet weather. 
The first broods of starlings and flickers were ol 


normal numbers. 
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At Quincy, IIl., Musselman found that in a half 
dozen nesting boxes occupied by chickadees in all 
instances the birds died of exposure. Bluebirds, 
however, suffered no harm and practically all of the 
thousand nesting boxes had at least one brood, 
many had two, and a number had three; one box 
had its fourth complement of eggs. 

Nesting of waterfowl in Dickinson Co., lowa, was 
reported by Musgrove as heavier than in several 
vears. Besides the mallard, blue-winged teal, shovel- 
ler, and pintail, which nest commonly in north- 
western Iowa, the wood duck, redhead, ruddy 
duck, and black duck were found in fair numbers 
with enough paired gadwalls and solitary drakes to 
suggest nesting probability. Musgrove noted a 
mated pair of buffle-heads on Little Spirit Lake, on 
the Minnesota-Iowa line that he thought possibly 
were nesting. Larrabee reported waterfowl nesting 
in southeastern South Dakota in greater numbers 
than in several years. indicating increased nesting 
in the prairie states. Beed, on the Horicon Refuge, 
Wis., found the redhead and wood duck as the 
only species of waterfowl showing a gain in nesting. 
He reported mallards and blue-winged teal in 
greatly reduced numbers compared to last year. 
Black ducks nested in about same numbers as last 
year. Several wood ducks were found nesting along 
the Des Plaines River, near Lake Forest, III. 
where none had been seen for 10 years previously 
(Smith). 

At Madison, Wis., Leopold and McCabe found 
that a wood duck, nesting in the open cavity of a 
soft maple, nearly lost her brood in water accumu- 
lating in the cavity during a heavy rain on June 15. 
The ducklings and mother were captured, dried 
out, and later released at a nearby lake. The rain 
happened to coincide with the pipping date. An- 
other wood duck brood of 17 ducklings, newly 
hatched and enroute to water was seen On May 19. 

On June 21, James R. Harlan reported that the 
American egret colony on the Mississippi River 
bottoms near Sabula, Iowa, established in 1942. 
had been abandoned. The peak number of nesting 
egrets was reached in 1943 when more than 600 
were counted. Beginning in 1944 several hundred 
great blue herons moved into the nesting area and 
this year took it over completely. Beed reported 
that the American egret nested again on Four 
Mile Island in Horicon Marsh, but only one nest 
was definitely determined to belong to an egret. 
Only six adults were seen among the great blue 
herons and black-crowned night herons; both of 
these species showed a slight increase in numbers. 
Bonney noted a flock of 25 American egrets on 
August 1 flying over Lake Springfield. These birds 
nested along the Sangamon River in the north part 
of Sangamon Co., IIl. 

Red-tailed hawks were nesting at Atlantic, Iowa, 
on April 7 (Hansen), while the sharp-shinned hawk 


was not found until May 22. Iverson reported the 
red-tailed hawk absent from the vicinity of Battle 
Creek, Iowa, for the first time in some years. A 
Swainson’s hawk on July g was noteworthy since 
this species is seen usually only in April and May, 
and in fall migration. 

Musselman reported the upland plover as making 
a great comeback near Quincy, Ill., and McMaster 
confirmed this for northeastern Illinois with her 
obserations of two pairs in one pasture near Belvi- 
dere on June 29. During the period from about 
1920 to nearly 1940 these birds were considered 
scarce through most of the middle-west. Their re- 
appearance has been all the more remarkable 
because they are occupying suitable, but rather 
well-inhabited residence districts such as are found 
in Evanston, Ill. Where formerly these birds were 
considered indicative of secluded prairie grass- 
lands, they now in many localities are considered 
no wilder than a meadowlark. 

A scarcity of yellow-billed cuckoos was noticed 
by Beed on Horicon Refuge. Last year these birds 
were very common while this season they are 
scarce. At Madison, Wis., an area that had nine 
black-billed cuckoo nests last spring had none this 
spring. Only one bird was heard to sing in the 
area and for only a few days. 

At Battle Creek, Iowa, Iversen found the migrant 
shrike, usually a common nesting bird, entirely 
lacking. Bobolinks nested there for the first time in 
many years; ten young being seen on July 7. 
Mourning doves nested in numbers far below nor- 
mal. Of four nests found one was on the ground, 
a nesting choice common enough in the compara- 
tively treeless areas of the Dakotas but infrequent 
for Iowa. 

Tree swallows succeeded in raising a brood of 
four in a nesting box at Madison, Wis., after having 
tried unsuccessfully during the past two years 
(Leopold and McCabe). Prothonotary warblers, 
which lost many nests in a flood of the Wisconsin 
River in 1944 and then disappeared, reappeared 
this season in at least small numbers. No nests 
were found. They were reported as less common 
near Springfield Ill. this year (Bonney). 

Musselman found that the killing of many ruby- 
throated hummingbirds during the cold rainy weeks 
this spring reduced their nesting at Quincy. 

The yellow-headed blackbird was present on the 
big marsh near Barrington, Ill., June 9, where it 
had been seen the year before. They were absent 
from the Burton's Bridge swamp where they had 
been seen for several years (McMaster). 

Bonney reported the most dickcissels she had 
ever seen near Springfild, Ill., and rose-breasted 
grosbeaks as more abundant than last year. Mock- 
ingbirds nested in usual numbers, as did also the 
Kentucky warbler, blue-gray gnatcatcher, Louisiana 
water-thrush, and yellow-breasted chat. 


Pine siskins nested in large numbers in the Lo- 
gan Park Cemetery, Sioux City (Lee). Several nests 
were destroyed by the heavy snowstorm of May 8; 
the limbs breaking under the weight of the snow. At 
least 150 birds nested which is an unusually large 
number in comparison with previous years. The 
siskins were present since March 4. Red crossbills 
were found on the same date and on March 18 a 
pair was noted by Lee gathering nesting material 
and carrying it to a spruce tree nearby. At least 
nine birds were present on May 13 but information 
on their nesting success is lacking.—PHup A. 
DuMont, Evanston, and ELLEN THorne Smit, Lake 
Forest, Illinois. 


MISSOURI REGION The season in 
Missouri this year was decidedly cool and wet. May 
was 6°, June 4.4°, and July 1.2° below normal. An 
excess of rain during 
May and June was fol 
lowed by a slight de- 
ficiency in July. Moore 
reports a disastrous 
flood on the Meramec 
in early June, in 
which a rise of go feet 
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considering the state 
as a whole. it seems that the excessive but evenly 
distributed precipitation was not followed by such 
serious floods as have occurred during the past 
three years. The marshes in the Missouri valley 
have recovered somewhat with rather stable water 
levels and the birds nesting there have had a pros- 
perous year. Various observers estimate the success 
of the nesting season from poor to better than 
average, but there are indications of delayed nest- 
ing, shortage of insect food and a scarcity of young 
birds. Period of song was noticeably prolonged and 
as late as July 12, many species were singing as 
exuberantly as in mid-June. 

Waterfowl breeding was about normal—limited 
to wood ducks and occasional mallards and blue- 
winged teal. The large heronry on the upper 
Mississippi near Clarksville, contained about 100 
nests of the great blue heron with young, June 8, 
and St. Louis bird students have discovered a fair- 
sized colony of black-crowned night herons in a 
closely built-up section of St. Louis County. Ameri- 
can egrets were observed during June at a number 
of locations along the Mississippi River from Han- 
nibal to New Madrid and were probably breeding. 

Paul Tulenko of the Conservation Department 
reports that the bob-white, in spite of the wet 
season, will probably produce a normal crop of 
young. He also states that the prairie chicken in 


Missouri is in its third year of decline. Wild tu 
keys in the Ozarks show a slight increase. ‘The 
ruffed grouse is now almost extinct in Missouri, at 
present confined to a few areas as Caney Mountain 
and Indian Trail Refuges. The woodcock, a sparse 
breeder in eastern Missouri, is stationary or has 
increased slightly over last year. 

Among the predators there are scattered reports 
of nesting marsh hawks over the state. The red- 
shouldered hawk has been found to occur com- 
monly in wooded sections of the larger river valleys 
as the Mississippi, Grand and the upper Osage. A 
few bald eagles and ospreys have been observed 
along the lower Mississippi and around the larger 
water impoundments. A black vulture was seen in 
New Madrid County, July 22. 

The upland plover may be on the increase. It is 
reported this year from open areas over much of 
the state but seems to be most numerous in the 
pastures and hayfields in the northeast and north 
central parts. A few least terns were present during 
June along the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers. 

Numbers of pied-billed grebes, coots, least bit- 
terns, with a few Florida gallinules, king rails, 
American bitterns and black terns have nested in 
the extensive cattail marshes of the upper Missouri 
valley. Yellow-headed blackbirds nested in at least 
seven localities in this area. 

Extensive travel over the state during the nesting 
season made it possible to collect data on a num- 
ber of species of limited distribution within Mis- 
souri. The red-cockaded woodpecker still breeds in 
the virgin pine forest in Shannon County. Pine 
warblers were found to be of general occurrence 
over the eastern part of the Ozarks wherever there 
is short-leaved yellow pine. Bachman’s sparrow oc- 
curs in the Ozarks chiefly in open woods of pine 
and oak while in the Ozark border it seems to 
prefer old fields surrounded by woods. The hooded 
warbler was common only in the southeastern low- 
lands and rather rare in the Ozark valleys draining 
to the south. New colonies of prairie warblers 
were discovered north of the Missouri River in 
Lincoln County (Quivre River) and in Montgomery 
County (Mineola). A Swainson’s warbler was ob- 
served in a wild growth of cypress and tupelo near 
Hornersville, Dunklin County, July 21 (last seen 
there 1934 and 1940). In spite of extensive clearing 
and drainage it is probable that a few still breed 
there. Short-billed marsh wrens were found to be 
locally common in parts of northern and west cen- 
tral Missouri where there are extensive wet mead- 
ows of Spartina and sedge. Prairie marsh wrens 
were observed only in the cattail marshes of the 
northwest. The western meadowlark occurs over the 
northern part of the state as a sparse breeder. ‘Ihe 
noticeably smaller and darker southern meadow- 
lark is the breeding form in the southeast (speci- 
mens in 1934). 
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An unusual feature of this year’s nesting season 
has been the abnormal numbers of the black-billed 
cuckoo, Seldom seen during summer, this year it is 
reported by several observers as equaling or cx- 
ceeding the yellow-billed in some localities in the 
northern part of the state. A poor-will flushed 
from a virgin prairie tract in Vernon County, west 
central Missouri May go, may have been breeding. 

—JAMEs W. CUNNINGHAM, Jefferson City, Mo. 


MINNESOTA REGION The summer has been 
unusually cool and wet. The first of June was the 
coldest June weather on record here with frost on 
the grd and 4th as 
far south as Minneapolis. 
There were only a few 

Resrs, brief hot spells when the 
innesota temperature reached go°, 
throughout the whole 
summer. There was rain 
enough to keep vegetation 
luxuriant and green, but 
the cold weather in early 
summer and the exces- 
sive moisture retarded 
and, in some cases, seri- 
ously injured farm and 
garden crops especially 
small fruits. 

Nesting—A pleasant and interesting feature of 
bird nesting these days is the great number of 
wood ducks breeding about the wooded lakes and 
streams of southern Minnesota. This is due either 
to a considerable increase in this duck or the 
fact that they are nesting more commonly about 
human habitations. At Lake Minnetonka, for in- 
stance, a large lake near Minneapolis with wooded 
shores, they are now so numerous as to attract the 
attention of residents as never before. Where there 
are groves of oak trees, old and young gather in 
late summer and early fall in flocks and go ashore, 
rushing about over lawns and grass plots, each 
duck intent upon outrunning its fellow in pursuit 
of the fallen nuts. These flocks may number as 
many as a hundred or more birds and it is amus- 
ing sight to see them scrambling about sometimes 
right up to the porches and doorways of the 
houses. Numerous nests have been reported. In 
one instance where a pair has nested for several 
years past in a hole close by a house and on a 
level with the upper story, the young were ready to 
come out in the early morning and the residents 
were attracted by the calling of the mother duck 
and were on hand to see the exit of the ducklings. 
Out they came one at a time as the female called 
from the ground. In the midst of the performance 
a dog appeared and the old bird quickly assembled 


those on the ground and made for the lake nearby. 
It happened that several were still in the hole 
and these unhesitatingly launched themselves from 
the opening and bounced on the ground in the 
absence of the appeal from the mother bird. They 
were gathered up by the onlookers and placed in 
the water, where they could join the others already 
there with the old bird. 

From Miss Mabel Densmore of Red Wing, near 
the upper end of Lake Pepin, comes an account of 
the wood ducks invading the residence portion of 
that city. She tells the story as follows:—“I’ve been 
interested in various reports of wood ducks nesting 
in the town. Mr. Ed. Anderson who runs a sporting 
goods shop says he knows of sixty ducklings found 
in town and feels safe in saying the number prob- 
ably passed a hundred. Another man said he knew 
of five nestings definitely and is sure there were 
more. All of them were in the west end of town in 
yards on grd and 4th Streets. Entering the town 
from the north on Main Street, the river area is at 
your left from one to two blocks away beyond 
the railroad tracks. On the right is grd Street on 
the same level, and 4th Street is on higher ground, 
up perhaps 75 to 100 feet above a steep wooded 
bluffside. So the ducks flew all that distance up the 
rise to raise their broods. That wasn’t so bad but 
when the ducklings left the nests there was the 
dickens to pay. People looked out into their per- 
fectly normal backyards to find troops of tiny ducks 
parading around behind their mother. In one 
neighborhood they had evidently started for the 
river so the children gathered together and con- 
voyed them along to keep off cats, dogs, cars, etc., 
till they reached the water. This was quite a trip 
—one block down the steep hill to grd Street, an 
uneventful block to Main Street but crossing the 
Great Northern tracks, crossing Main which is a 
heavily travelled highway into town, another block 
and a half to the river which meant crossing the 
main track of the C. M. and St. P. railroad. 

“Some people called the Izaak Walton men, who 
took the little ducks to the League’s ground and 
tried to care for them, but not very successfully 
as far as I can find out. 

“The men all say there are many, many ‘Woodies’ 
—they find them everywhere. One man told me 
today that there have been nestings in town several 
times in the last two or three years but nothing 
like this year. and never eight or ten years ago.” 

The following concerning the wood duck comes 
from Dr. F. R. Keating, Jr., a member of the Mayo 
Clinic at Rochester, Minnesota: “I was especially 
delighted to have the wood duck nesting here. 
Mayowood is an ideal locality for this bird but this 
is the first year (1945) I have recorded it as a nest- 
ing bird here. Three birds, two males and a female 
were seen on April 7 and regularly thereafter. On 


‘ 
May 11 the female appeared leading four downy 


51 


young which could not have been over a few days 
of age. The female and the young appeared in the 
company of two drakes on May 13 and on several 
later dates. The drakes showed no antagonism 
toward one another at any time. Was this a case of 
polyandry? When I first saw them they were about 
the size of week-old chicks but could swim at 
quite a pace using their wings and when chased 
along the shore would dive and stay under water 
for a minute or more.” 

This article has developed into a wood duck 
story to the exclusion of less important nesting 
records which in fact will appear in THE FLICKER 
in the near future. The evident explanation of 
all this wood duck lore seems to be that there has 
been a very considerable increase in the numbers 
of this duck in the past few years. The writer’s 
memory goes back to the time long before the 
scarcity of wood ducks attracted the attention of 
authorities and he can recall no time when this 
bird was so much in evidence as at present. 
rHomMaAs S. Roserts, Director, Minnesota Museum 
of Natural History, University of Minnesota, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 


UTAH REGION Unusually heavy precipitation 
for these parts continued over the entire period. 
Rising water in Utah Lake, greatly diminished the 
nesting area of California gulls 
on Rock Island and waves doubt- 
less took a heavy toll of 
eggs and young. The 
annual census taken of 
that rookery by faculty 

members of the Brig- 
\) ham Young University 
was regretfully discon- 
tinued for the duration. 

Dr. Jessup B. Lowe of 
the Cooperative Wild 
Life Research Unit, 
states that on _ state 
refuges there was little loss from nest flooding 
except to some late nesting redheads and ruddy 
ducks, and that all in all the waterfowl have fared 
well. The theory of Mr. George Cox, custodian of 
the New State Gun Club, that eggs hatch better 
in wet years, was vindicated by a larger average 
size of broods of all the ducks and ring-necked 
pheasants in his area. 

The chief contribution of abundant water to our 
waterfowl is the circulation and dilution of water 
affected with botulism. This alone will save the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of birds each year. 

Herons—Great blue, 25 pairs, an increase; snowy 
egret, 25 pairs, a decrease; pronounced decrease in 
night herons, New State Gun Club (Cox); no 
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change noted in snowy egret status in the State 
refuges (Dr. Lowe); increase and successful season 
for white-faced glossy ibis (Lowe); one colony of 
25 pairs, New State Gun Club (C). 

Waterfowl—299 broods of Canada geese counted 
on May 21 on Bear River Refuge (V. T. Wilson), 
50 broods, Ogden Bay Refuge (Lowe), 40. pait 
nested New State Gun Club (C), 9 broods and one 
nest of 6 eggs, Farmington Bay Refuge, May 20 
(Lockerbie). 

Ducks, increase noted only in pintails, all others 
about the same (Lowe). Mallard, 5 broods, June 
28, Decker’s Lake; gadwall, one brood, June 28, with 
pairs still common on Decker’s Lake; pintail, 4 
nests, May 20, Farmington Bay; cinnamon teal, 2 
nests, May 20, Farmington Bay; shoveller, 1 nest, 
May 20, Farmington Bay; redhead, 1 brood, June 
28, Decker’s Lake, and many broods, some not over 
a week old, few able to take off by August 11, 
Farmington Bay (L); ruddy duck, decided breeding 
increase on New State Gun Club (C), 1 brood, 
June 28, with 42 single males counted near the 
tules, Decker’s Lake (L). 

Turkey vulture—June 1, 2 eggs, Utah County 
(Daynes). 

Hawks—Cooper’s, young in nest, July 1, Red 
Butte Canyon (Selander); sharp-shinned, June 1, 
1 eggs, Hobble Creek; golden eagle, April 1, one 
nest, 2 eggs, one with 3 eggs, Utah County (D), 
June 10, grown young in nest, City Creek Canyon, 
Salt Lake City (L); prairie falcon, April 14, 5 eggs, 
Utah County (Daynes), downy young in nest Dug- 
way Mountains, June 2 (L); sparrow hawk, Earl 
Heusser reporting on g nests under observation, 
states 3 pairs raised broods of 5 each, two of 4 
each, one with 2, 3 young having been blown out 
of nest, one nest had only 1 hatch and it died. 
One pair killed at nest with 4 eggs, fate of the 
young in nest #9 not known. 

Grouse—Dusky grouse, one young from brood ob- 
served being eaten by a Cooper’s hawk, July 31, 
City Creek Canyon (Webb); sage grouse, nest, 8 
eggs. May go, Strawberry reservoir (D). 

Shore birds—Snowy plover nest, 3 eggs, May 27; 
killdeer, May 20, 2 nests, 4 eggs; avocet, May 20, 
21 nests, of which 15 had complete clutches, 2 with 
young, Farmington Bay Refuge (Lockerbie). 

Gulls and terns—California gull, 3358 nests, 7860 
eggs, Bear River Refuge (W), 1839 nests on islands, 
{6 on spits of Unit Two. Islands of Unit One not 
visited, but estimating from former visits, it would 
exceed the number on Unit Two. No reports from 
Great Salt Lake rookeries or Rock Island in Utah 
Lake. Franklin’s gull, several hundred nesting on 
Ogden Bay Refuge (Lowe), no report from Bear 
River Refuge. Caspian tern, one colony, 8 nests, 
May 20, probably destroyed by California gulls. On 
an adjacent island, August 11, noted 2 in down 
and 2 in pin feathers, Farmington Bay (L). 
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Land birds—Black-chinned hummingbird, 3 nests 
with clutches of 2, June 15, Smith & Morehouse 
Creek (D), 2 nests with female brooding, probably 
broadtailed, upper Provo River, June 29 (L), 

Western flycatcher, 3 eggs, July 2, Smith & More- 
house Creek (D), brooding at Brighton, July 11 
(L); Say’s phoebe, building nest, April 29, Payson 
(L). Violet-green swallow, with young, Brighton, 
July 8 (L). 

Raven, April 10, Lake Mountains (D), April 15, 
brooding Decker’s Lake, June 2, young out of nest 
on Dugway Mountain (L). 

Black-capped chickadee feeding young out of 
nest, June 17, Mill Creek Canyon (Webb). House 
wren, feeding young in nest, June 29, upper Provo 
River (L); rock wren. young out of nest, June 
go, Lookout Point (L). Mountain bluebird, feeding 
in nest, July 4, Alta (L). Warbling vireo, brooding, 
June 22, Memory Grove (L). Yellow warbler, full 
clutch, June 18, Smith & Morehouse Creek (D). 
English sparrow, first young heard in nest, May 1 
(L). Bullock’s oriole, feeding young out of nest, 
July 15 (Webb). Pine grosbeak, female carrying 
nesting material, Brighton, July 8 (L); house finch, 
eggs, June 2 (D); black-headed grosbeak, brooding, 
June 10, Memory Grove (L); lark sparrow, 3 eggs, 
June go, Lookout Point; desert sparrow, feeding 
young out of nest, June 2, Dugway Mountain (L). 
—C. W. Lockersbir, 223 West gth South Street, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 


TEXAS COASTAL REGION Weather—Except for 


a remarkably early spring (actually beginning in 


early February) the breeding season produce: 
no unusual weather. 

psn Sheldeng, cere Neither unseasonable 
COASTAL Houst  } cold, nor storms, noi 
REGION hemeh a floods, nor droughts, 


nor disastrously high 
tides occurred. 

General conditions— 
With two exceptions, 
every species of bird 
nesting in the entire 
region seems to have had a uniformly successful 
breeding season. The two exceptions are the night- 
hawk in the Houston area, and the roseate spoon- 
bill all along the coast. The former species ap- 
peared to be about 50% off normal. and the latter 
about 30%-50%. Reasons for these failures are ob- 
scure, 

Cormorants and pelicans—On May 4 in the Rock- 
port area, scores of Mexican cormorant nests, all 
containing eggs. On the same date and in the same 
area hundreds of young brown pelicans in all stages 
from the unhatched egg to half-grown birds. Snake- 
bird colony with eggs near Bay City on May 2, and 
‘oung on June 24. 


Wading Birds—On May 4 in the Rockport area, 
many eggs and small young of Ward’s and Louisi- 
ana herons, and American, snowy, and reddish 
egrets, the two larger species with much older nest- 
lings, and smaller percentage of eggs in comparison 
with young. A similar condition on Vingt-et-un 
Island on May 2 and in the rookery near Bay City, 
May 3. Little blue heron with young and eggs near 
Bay City on June 24. Green heron nest with 1 egg 
near Kemah, April 8, and 4 young in this nest, May 
19 (Miner). Yellow-crowned night heron nests as 
follows: with 2 eggs near Navasota (60 miles north- 
west of Houston) on March 25; nest with 7 eggs 
near Houston on April 17; colony with eggs and 
young of all stages near Navasota, May 6. Black- 
crowned night heron nests with eggs, but no young, 
in Rockport area on May 4; but young in nests 
near Bay City on May 3 and on June 24. White- 
faced glossy ibis nesting at Rockport, June 13. Four 
immature white ibis at Cove, April 22, but only 
eggs, with no young, in about 1000 nests in the 
Rockport area on May 4, and the same condition 
on Vingt-et-un Island on May 2, and at the Bay 
City rookery, May 3. There were 400 roseate spoon- 
bills on Vingt-et-un Island on May 2, but only 8 
nests, of which 4 had very small young, and 4 had 
eggs (Dawson). There were about goo birds at the 
Second-Chain-of-Islands, in the Rockport area, May 
4, but no nests; 50 there on June 13. On June 24 
the Bay City colony of spoonbills had many young, 
but only one nest with eggs was seen. 

Ducks—Mottled duck, nest with 10 eggs near 
Alvin (30 miles south of Houston) on April 15, and 
nest with 10 eggs near Rockport, May 4. A brood 
of young wood ducks at Cove on April 26, and an- 
other on April 29 (McKay); another brood about 3 
weeks old, 75 miles north of Houston on August 10 
(Dawson). 

Hawks—Two nests of red-shouldered hawks near 
Houston on February 18, one being built and the 
other being re-conditioned; 3 eggs in the former on 
February 28, and 2 in the latter on March 11; an- 
other nest near Houston on March 11, with 3 eggs; 
young about g days old in one nest near Houston, 
April 17, and young about 2 weeks old in the other 
nest on April 21; two other nests with young near 
Houston on April 29. Sennett’s white-tailed hawk 
constructing nest near Alvin on February 11; no 
eggs in it on March 18, 2 eggs on April 15, and 
young on May 13. Three caracara nests under con- 
struction near Alvin on February 11; nest with 3 
eggs there, March 18; and g nests with young 2 days 
to 3 weeks old on April 15. Immature bald eagle in 
same area on February 11. (All this data is from 
Meitzen and Gorzycki). 

Owls—Barred owl nest with 2 eggs near Houston 
on February 18; one egg hatching on February 28. 
Two other barred owl nests at Navasota on Febru- 
ary 25, and with young, March 25. Barn owl nests 


jo miles out of Houston with 1 egg, 3 eggs, and 5 
eggs on February 11; several additional nests there 
on March 18, some with young, some with eggs, 
and some with both young and eggs—one nest with 
5 young and 3 eggs (Meitzen and Gorzycki). 

Sea birds—Cabot’s terns nested again in the Rock- 
port area (Hagar); least tern nest with 2 eggs, and 
black skimmer with 3 eggs on Galveston Island, 
July 8. 

Others—Blue jay incubating in tall pine near 
Kemah on March 18. Purple martin arrived in 
Houston, February 5, settled in martin house, Feb- 
ruary 26, began carrying sticks for nest, March 19 
(Todd). Crow nest with 5 eggs near Navasota on 
February 25, and one with 5 eggs near Houston on 
March 11. Carolina wren with 4 young (each 
4 days old) near Kemah on March 18. Mocking 
bird young hatched out of nest in Houston region 
as early as April 4, and young in nests as late as 
June 24; eggs as late as June 24. Great-tailed grac 
kles had nests with young of various stages neat 
Bay City on June 24. A pair of cardinals began 
building nest in Houston on February 26, finished 
by March 15, and had eggs on March 18 (Todd). 
~Grorce G. WituiaMs. The Rice Institute, Houston, 
Texas 


SAN FRANCISCO REGION The summer tem- 
peratures beginning in June put an end to the 
effects of the earlier light rains. This brought rapid 
drying of the vegetation 

we Reauaioten already sparse as a result 
a of generally unfavorable 
> growing conditions. In 

NN ) the drier areas the birds 
Boor . . 
Se stocxron@! responded quickly to this 
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terminating their nesting 


\ Pa jose} and then departing. As 

\ usual, few persons have 

D, \ been able to observe the 
J — iC program of these summer 
shifts in the bird popula 

pe 7% tion or to trace the move- 


ments of any of the kinds 
of birds involved. The birds appear to leave because 
of increased heat and dryness, but availability of 
food, also affected by these unfavorable conditions. 
may be important in their change of living quar- 
ters. 

Mrs. Kelly was in the field more than usual 
through the summer and she found much irreg 
ularity in bird occurrence. For example, black- 
headed grosbeaks were often missing from her lists, 
but in other places they were plentiful. In Alameda 
she found birds absent this year where last year 
many species were present. Everywhere warblers 


seemed scarce; certainly yellow warblers were rare. 
In July Anna’s hummingbirds returned to gardens 
which they had left in the spring. Not until August 
was a general increase detected among land birds. 

In the last week of April at Tulare Lake Mr. and 
Mrs. H. D. Wheeler found white pelicans nesting 
on an old levee which projected two or three feet 
above the water. The levee was about a mile long 
with one or two cuts in it. They counted 650 eggs, 
2 in most nests, and 3, or only 1 in a few nests. Also 
there were nests of fresh green weeds only partly 
finished. A few broken eggs appeared to be fresh. 
The birds seemed not at all shy, and care was taken 
not to disturb them. It was rumored that last year 
the nesting was broken up by photographers piling 
the eggs to take pictures and then returning two 
eggs to each nest, regardless of previous location. 
The birds deserted the colony, and this year they 
used a new site. 

The nesting colony of brown pelicans at Point 
Lobos contained 21 downy young on June 24 (Wil- 
liams). 

Nesting of valley quail was late, probably in re- 
sponse to the low temperatures late in the spring, 
but the crop of young appeared to be greater than 
for several years, at least in some localities. 

Progress of the season is shown for particular spe- 
cies and places by the following records. Western 
flycatcher, Hastings Reservation, second brood in 
same nest about ready to leave in mid July (Lins- 
dale), Monterey, adult feeding young out of nest on 
August 7 (Williams); winter wren, Big Sur, adult 
working on nest on May 20 (W.); robin, Point 
Lobos Reserve, young in nest goo feet east of 
boundary on May 15 (W.); Bell’s vireo, Carmel Val- 
ley 4 miles from coast, a singing bird working on 
nest on May 13, 18, and 25, no female was seen and 
the 2 nests on which the bird worked were believed 
made by a mateless male (W.); Buliock’s oriole, 
Point Lobos Reserve, adults feeding young in nest 
goo feet east of boundary on July 13, first nesting 
record for the vicinity (W.); Brewer’s blackbird, 
Carmel, last young of colony left nest by July 4 
(W.); brown towhee, Hastings Reservation, remark- 
able increase in numbers this year, young being fed 
out of nest on August 8 (L.); grasshopper sparrow, 
Point Lobos Reserve, at least 5 pairs in colony just 
north of boundary, an adult carrying food on July 
8 (W). 

Few records are available for birds out of place 
or out of season. Each of the following represents 
some sort of marginal occurrence. American egret, 
Carmel River-mouth, 2 on June 15 (Williams); 
white-tailed kite, Ignacio, Marin County, June 19 
(Courtright); Caspian tern, Carmel River-mouth, 
June 19, Pacific Grove, July 26 (W.); ruddy turn- 
stone, Pacific Grove, 1 on August g (W.); canyon 
wren. Carmel Highlands, July 8 (W.); tri-colored 
redwing, Carmel River-mouth, male on June 15 
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(W.); hooded oriole, Piedmont, June 20 (Kelly).— 
Jean M. Linsdale, Hastings Reservation, Jamesburg 
Route, Monterey, Calif. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA Light rains occurred 
on August 14-16 in the Los Angeles area, but noth- 
ing noteworthy in the weather up to this time. We 
are unable to make any 
deductions as to its in- 
fluence on bird life. 
Brandt's and _ pelagic 
cormorants, June 1, cliffs 
south of Morro Bay, 
some young and some 


eggs (Rett); green he- 
ron, June 12, San Ga- 
briel River Sanctuary, 
nesting (Stultz); com- 
} mon mallard. July 7, 

Carlsbad, parent with 
young (Atkinson); cinnamon teal, April 5, San Ga- 
briel River Sanctuary, 3 pairs (Daugherty). 

No white-tailed kites are known to have nested 
in the Whittier area, this season; goshawk, June 17- 
30, Sequoia National Park, nesting (Pyle); Cooper's 
hawk, June 2, Shandon, 5 young (R); red-tailed 
hawk, March 11, Beaumont, nest in tree (Wilson), 
April 2, Beaumont. bird carrying nesting material 
(W), May 1, Whittier, 3 downy young in nest on 
side of cliff (C), June 4, these seen again about 
developed for flying (C), June 2, Shandon, young in 
nest (R), June 6, Whittier. 2 immatures at another 
nesting sight with anxious parents (C); red-shoul- 
dered hawk, February 22, San Gabriel River Sanc- 
tuary area, 2 adults near high nest in tree (C), May 
29, 2 young seen at same nest, almost fully fledged 
(C); sparrow hawk, March 28, Banning, bird carry- 
ing nesting material (W); California quail. May 13, 
San Gabriel River Sanctuary, 12 eggs in nest, eggs 
disappeared later (C); clapper rail, the late Mr. 
Willett says 2 nests were destroyed at del Rey from 
unknown causes. On June 5, del Rey, 5 one-third 
grown; downy young were seen at same place, May 
21 the year before (Bowersock); killdeer, April 24, 
Banning, 1 adult, 2 young (W); April 30, Riverside. 
4 eggs (W); black-necked stilt, May and June, del 
Rey, about 50 young were raised (S); June 12, del 
Rey, several young out of nest (D); Mr. Bowersock 
says this species somewhat extended its range, over 
last year, in the del Rey area. On June 17, Tulare 
Lake, several nests, incubating (D); American 
avocet, Tulare Lake, several young swimming in 
canal (D); least tern, June 7, del Rey, 12 nests, 
only 2 reared young, due to horsemen, hawks, and 
rats (B). This species is being rapidly exterminated 
from this area, as it has been from other places 
along our beaches. Mourning dove, June 2, Shan- 


don, nesting abundantly (R); barn owl, a South 
Pasadena newspaper praised the skill of their po- 
licemen in shooting this bird in their city. The raid 
on this rat-destroying species was made at night on 
complaint of residents being afraid of the strange 
noises. Four birds were killed with two shots. The 
rats that infested the neighborhood were left undis- 
turbed. Burrowing owl; Redondo Beach, 3 nests 
within a half mile (Shuart); trilling nighthawk, 
June 11, Ontario, 2 immature with anxious adults 
(C); black-chinned hummingbird, even more abun- 
dant than ever in the San Gabriel River Sanctuary 
area, and on May 5, several seen “zooming” (C); 
Allen’s hummingbird, a real drop in nesting in the 
Santa Barbara area (R); belted kingfisher, the pair 
that nested in the San Gabriel River Sanctuary area 
last year, did not nest there this year. White-headed 
woodpecker, June 17-30, Sequoia National Park, 7 
pairs nesting (P); wood pewee, June 11-16, Big 
Bear, 2 pairs “rounding” nests (C); June g-18, Santa 
Ynez Valley, 2 pairs building (R); horned lark, 
March 8, Santa Barbara, nesting, April 12, eggs, 
eggs still in nest (R); tree swallow, June 17, Tulare 
Lake, nesting in pipe sticking out of water (D); 
rough-winged swallow, about one-third as many 
nested in the San Gabriel River Sanctuary area as 
last year, April 2, first seen at nesting sight (C); 
cliff swallow, April 6, flock flew about house where 
they were allowed to nest (C); purple martin, June 
g, Charlton Flats, flying in and out of hole in stump 
(C), July 20, same place, feeding 5 young out of nest 
(Groner). This is the fifth year for this colony (S). 
California jay, April 2, carrying stick, San Gabriel 
River Sanctuary area (C), June go, Banning, 3 
young out of nest (W). Mrs. Shearer at Sunland re- 
ports harrying by California jays of titmice, house 
wrens and Bewick’s wrens in boxes, so that the 
birds were unable to nest. Bush-tit, January 24, San 
Gabriel River Sanctuary area, started nest, February 
11, Same nest apparently complete (C), March 8, 
Santa Barbara, nesting (R), May 11, Banning, nest 
(W), May 28, Azusa, 6 grown young fed by parent 
(D); long-billed marsh wren, April 28, Nigger 
Slough, carrying food to nest (Shuart); mocking- 
bird, August 10, Beverly Hills, feeding young (Mrs. 
C. P. Smith); California thrasher, February 25, 
Pasadena, carrying nesting material (D), May 5, 
Los Angeles, 3 nearly grown young fed by parents 
(D); of interest is the robin, not commonly nesting 
in this area, May 28, Glendale, nest of 4, nearly 
grown (D); olive-backed ‘thrush, June 10, Santa 
Ynez Valley, 4 eggs (R); Mexican (western) blue- 
bird, May 7, Banning, female entered hole with food 
(W), May 27, Azusa, parents feeding young (D), 
June 9-18 Santa Ynez Valley, 5 young (R); Amer- 
ican dipper, April 25, Santa Anita Canyon, 3 young 
in nest, another pair carrying food (S.D.); blue-gray 
gnatcatcher, June 2, Shandon, 2 eggs and 1 cowbird 
egg (R); phainopepla, June 10, Glendale, nesting 


Santa Ynez Valley. § 
nests, 2 with cowbirds, 1 with young vireo; all vireos 
(R); yellow warbler, May 21, del Rev, feeding 

(B); yellow-throat, May 21, del Rev, feeding 
young (B). Mr. Willett that all nests at 
Nigger Slough of the common red-wing and ti- 
colored red-wing, the latter rare in the Los Angeles 
area, were destroyed by rats. Purple finch, June 9 
18, Santa Ynez Valley, building (R); Belding savan- 
nah sparrow, June 15, del Rey, 4 young (B); lark 
May 28, adult feeding 


(D); solitary vireo, June 10, 


died 
young 
repo! ts 


sparrow, Banning, young 
4 uy 


(W); Oregon junco, June g-18, Santa Ynez Val.cy, 
3 eggs, only 1 maturing (R). 

In the passing of George Willett, one of the na- 
tion's foremost authorities on birds and mammiuls, 
nature lovers has sustained a great loss. He devoted 
his life to conservation and research in these fields, 
Always generous in sharing his vast fund of knowl- 
edge he inspired all to greater effort along these 


lines; and by his warm friendliness he endeared 


himself to a host who will miss his kindly presence. 
(E.C.). J. H. ComBy, Box 378F, R.3, Whittier, Calif. 


